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processional* ...................................................................  Eryk Bean, bagpiper

call to order .....................................................................  Donna E. Berghorn 
 Associate Professor, School of Arts & Sciences

national anthem.........................................................  Please join Karin Roemer Berthiaume in the 
singing of our national anthem

president’s welcome ............................................... Susan D. Stuebner 
President and Professor of  
Social Sciences and Education 
Volanakis Family Presidential Chair

susan colgate cleveland medal .............. Presented by Susan D. Stuebner 
for distinguished service

honorary doctor of .............................................. Presented by Susan D. Stuebner 
humane letters degree

jack jensen award ....................................................... Presented by Susan D. Stuebner 
for excellence in teaching

commencement address ..................................... Kimberly France 
................................................................... Assistant Professor,  
................................................................... School of Business & Social Sciences 
................................................................... “Keep It Real”

david h. winton ............................................................ Presented by Laura A. Sykes ’98 
baccalaureate award ........................... Academic Vice President and  
................................................................... Dean of Faculty

colby-sawyer award .................................................. Presented by Robin Burroughs Davis 
...................................................................  Vice President for Student Development and  

 Dean of Students

ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY-FOURTH COMMENCEMENT 

ORDER OF EXERCISES

*Audience members are requested to stand, as they are able, and 
remain in place until the end of the processional and recessional.
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senior commencement speaker .............. Introduced by Robin Burroughs Davis

senior address ................................................................. Nina Hills ’22 
...................................................................“Unfinished Stories”

conferring of degrees .......................................  Lisa Hogarty ’81 
 Chair of the Board of Trustees 
Susan D. Stuebner 
Laura A. Sykes ’98 
Siobhan Swanson 
 Registrar 
Pam Lambrukos 
 Assistant Registrar

president’s closing remarks ...................... Susan D. Stuebner

recessional* .......................................................................  Eryk Bean, bagpiper

college marshals ........................................................  Donna E. Berghorn 
Jon P. Keenan 
 Professor, School of Arts & Sciences 
 Sonja C. Davidow ’56 Endowed Chair of Fine Arts 
 Joyce J. Kolligian Distinguished Professor

commencement marshals  ............................  Christine Biezczad 
 Associate Professor, School of Arts & Sciences 
Eric Boyer 
 Professor, School of Business & Social Sciences 
Amy Lyon ’85 
 Assistant Professor, School of Business &  
 Social Sciences 
Harvey Pine 
 Associate Professor, School of Arts & Sciences



SUSAN COLGATE CLEVELAND MEDAL FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
The Susan Colgate Cleveland Medal for Distinguished Service is the college’s highest honor.  
It is presented to individuals who exemplify Susan Colgate Cleveland’s attributes, ensuring
that her work, dedication and influence will be remembered by future generations.

ROBIN L. MEAD ’72 ·  Alumna and Former Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees

Robin L. Mead ’72 earned an associate degree 
from then-Colby Junior College in 1972 and 
a bachelor’s degree in government from the 
College of William and Mary in 1975. 

Upon graduation, Robin worked as a profes-
sional golfer, both as a touring pro and as an 
assistant pro at a private country club. Later, 
she served as a partner for the Mead/JRRR 
Corporation in Endicott, N.Y., a privately held, 
family-owned company involved with property 
management, investing and venture capital.

Robin has been a devoted alumna and volun-
teer for the college. She served on the Board of 
Trustees from 1998 to 2007, and again from 
2008 to 2018, serving as vice chair of the board 
and chair of the Advancement Committee. She 
served on the Colby-Sawyer College presiden-
tial search committees in 2006 and 2016.

A 2018 recipient of the Colby-Sawyer 
Distinguished Alumni Award, Robin has served 
as a class agent and reunion chair. She was a 
member of the Power of Infinity Campaign 
Steering Committee from 2015 to 2018 and the 
Trustee Campaign Planning Task Force from 
2019 to 2021. She has made Colby-Sawyer a 
philanthropic priority, supporting initiatives 
that will have the greatest impact on students, 
like the creation of The Stable, the college store 
in the Ware Student Center. 

Robin has also made extensive contributions as 
a volunteer in the Binghamton, N.Y. area. She 
received both the Health Leadership Award 
from the United Health Services Foundation 
and the Woman of Distinction Award from Girl 
Scouts of New York-Penn Pathways, Inc. She is 
a former trustee of the Binghamton University 
Foundation, United Health Services Foundation 
and Binghamton Philharmonic.



SUSAN COLGATE CLEVELAND MEDAL FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
The Susan Colgate Cleveland Medal for Distinguished Service is the college’s highest honor.  
It is presented to individuals who exemplify Susan Colgate Cleveland’s attributes, ensuring
that her work, dedication and influence will be remembered by future generations.

DAVID B. PAYNE ·  Former Member of the Board of Trustees

David B. “Dave” Payne served on the Colby-
Sawyer College Board of Trustees from 2006 
to 2015 and again from 2016 to 2021, lending 
his financial expertise to the board as a member 
of the Audit, Advancement, Finance, Campus 
Planning, Investment and Executive commit-
tees, as well as the Power of Infinity Campaign 
Steering Committee. 

In 2019, Dave and his wife, Beverly, were 
inducted into the college’s Legends Society, 
which recognizes donors who have contributed 
$1 million or more to Colby-Sawyer throughout 
their lifetimes. Dave and Bev have made a sig-
nificant impact on Colby-Sawyer by investing 
in a number of capital projects, including the 
Windy Hill School and the Davidow Center for 
Art + Design. They are faithful supporters of 
student scholarships and the Chargers Club, 
encouraging others to give to the Colby-Sawyer 
Fund. In addition, through their careful plan-
ning, the Paynes’ generosity will benefit the 
college for years to come by virtue of a planned 
gift to be made through their estate.

Dave earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
economics from Dartmouth College in 1958 
and worked for 30 years for the Connecticut 
Bank and Trust Company (CBT). He was chief 
financial officer and president of CBT, and then 
chief financial officer of Bank of New England. 
He is the retired chair of Trust Company of 
Connecticut, which he founded in 1991. 

Dave served as a director of several organiza-
tions in the Greater Hartford area, including 
Hartford Hospital, Hartford Healthcare, the 
Hartford Graduate Center, Institute of Living, 
McLean Home and the Westminster School. 
In Simsbury, he served several terms on the 
Board of Education and the Board of Finance. 
He is a past president of the Hartford Society of 
Financial Analysts, past chair of the Connecticut 
Bankers Association and former board member 
of First New England Capital. 

Locally, Dave is a past trustee of the Ausbon 
Sargent Land Preservation Trust, and he cur-
rently serves on the New London Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee and the Kearsarge Area 
Council on Aging Board of Trustees. He and 
his wife, Bev, reside in Elkins, N.H. 



Sonja Carlson Davidow graduated from the 
college in 1956 with an Associate of Arts degree. 
She met her husband, Bill, when she was a 
student in Colby Junior College’s medical secre-
tary program and he was attending Dartmouth 
College. 

Sonja and Bill settled in Woodside, Calif., where 
they raised their two daughters, Carolyn and 
Rebecca. Sonja worked as a medical secretary 
at Stanford University and then volunteered in 
the local community. She has served as chair of 
the Town of Woodside Historical Committee, a 
member of the Town Council and a supporter 
of many area organizations. She served as an 
alumni trustee on the Colby-Sawyer Board of 
Trustees from 1989 to 1992 and was a member 
of the Board Organization, Capital Campaign 
and Enrollment Committees, lending her leader-
ship to the board during a pivotal period in the 
college’s history. 

Sonja has a love of the arts that began with her 
grandfather, an artist who devoted his life to 
painting. Recognizing the arts as an important 
component of living a full life, Sonja and Bill 
have shown extraordinary support for the arts at 
Colby-Sawyer. They were inducted into Colby-
Sawyer’s Legends Society in 2013 for lifetime 
contributions totaling more than $1 million. In 
2021, they contributed an additional $10.2 mil-
lion, the largest gift in college history, and they 
established “The Davidow Challenge,” providing 
matching gifts made to endowed scholarship 
funds. They funded the Sonja C. Davidow ’56 
Endowed Chair of Fine Arts and the Sonja C. 
and William H. Davidow Endowed Chair. Both 
the Davidow Center for Art + Design and the 
William H. and Sonja Carlson Davidow ’56 Fine 
Art Gallery are named in their honor.

Sonja is a collector of fine art. She enjoys travel, 
needlepoint, gardening, reading and spending 
time with her four grandchildren.

HONORARY DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS (L.H.D.)
Colby-Sawyer’s Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree recognizes an individual of humanitarian 
character and superior intellect whose life and work have brought about positive, far-reaching 
consequences for individuals and organizations.

SONJA CARLSON DAVIDOW ’56 · Alumna and Trustee Emerita



JACK JENSEN AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
The Jack Jensen Award for Excellence in Teaching is the college’s highest teaching award. It honors 
a teacher who communicates high expectations and encourages intellectual curios ity within and 
across disciplines; respects diverse talents and ways of learning and uses variety in instruction; and 
engages students and inspires them to do their best work. The award is named for the late Professor 
Jack Jensen who, through his dedication to teaching, inspired fac ulty and students alike.

KIMBERLY FRANCE · Assistant Professor, School of Business & Social Sciences

Assistant Professor Kimberly France joined 
the School of Business & Social Sciences fac-
ulty in 2017 with more than 20 years of senior 
management experience. She holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in linguistics from the University of New 
Hampshire and a Master of Science in manage-
ment from New England College. Her teaching 
interests include human resource management, 
labor relations, business law and ethics, market-
ing and career readiness.

Kim challenges her students to approach their 
work heuristically and with curiosity. Through 
hands-on activities based on real-world sce-
narios, readings on current trends and events, 
relevant case studies, multimedia presentations 
and simulations, she actively engages students 
to help them gain a deeper understanding of 
course content. She pushes students to make 
connections between the concepts they are 
studying and the practical applications of those 
concepts. She also encourages them to consider 
how they can use what they’ve learned to make 
meaningful contributions in the workplace and 
in their communities.

Building connections with students outside the 
classroom is a high priority for Kim. She lives 
in a faculty apartment in a college residence 
hall, and she immerses herself in the campus 
community through various activities and 
events. When the college went remote because of 
COVID-19 in the spring of 2020 and a handful 
of students had to remain on campus, Kim 
stayed in frequent contact with them, inviting 
them to go for socially distanced walks outside 
and talking to them about the challenges they 
were facing. 

Kim serves as the faculty mentor for the Colby-
Sawyer equestrian team and the women’s 
soccer team, and she is an advisor for the 
BOLD Women’s Leadership Network. Outside 
the college, Kim is a private human resource 
management consultant for both businesses 
and nonprofit organizations. She is also the 
proud mother of two adult children.
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DAVID H. WINTON BACCALAUREATE AWARD
The David H. Winton Baccalaureate Award is presented to the baccalaureate degree graduate who 
ranks highest in scholarship among those in the graduating class.

KAYLA FRAZIER ’22

Nursing major Kayla Frazier, from Lee, N.H., 
graduates with an outstanding academic record 
in addition to professional accomplishments at 
her clinical site, Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical 
Center, where she earned a competitive precep-
torship placement in the Intensive Care Nursery 
(ICN). Kayla’s position in the ICN required 
exceptional clinical skill and careful attention 
to the ethical, psychosocial and cultural needs 
of her patients. One faculty member noted, 
“Kayla’s preceptorship experience enhanced her 
understanding of patients as holistic beings with 
diverse physical, mental and spiritual needs.” 

Kayla completed an internship in the sum-
mer of 2021 as a licensed nursing assistant 
in the Surgical/Trauma Intensive Care Unit 

at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center. She 
was also a member of the Capstone team 
whose project, titled “Assessment of SMART 
Goal Knowledge in the Employees of the Lake 
Sunapee Region Visiting Nurse Association,” 
won the Capstone prize in nursing. 

A member of the Student Nurses Association 
and Alpha Chi Honor Society, Kayla established 
a reputation for being a thoughtful student who 
balances advocacy and moral agency, science 
and art in the provision of person-centered care. 

After graduation, Kayla will be employed as 
a registered nurse in the ICN at Dartmouth 
Hitchcock Medical Center.

DAVID H. WINTON BACCALAUREATE AWARD
The David H. Winton Baccalaureate Award is presented to the baccalaureate degree graduate who 
ranks highest in scholarship among those in the graduating class.

HANNAH ELIZABETH TIFFANY ’22

Hannah Elizabeth Tiffany, a child develop-
ment major with a minor in education from 
Enosburg Falls, Vt., has distinguished herself as 
an exceptional scholar and community member. 
Hannah’s impressive academic performance 
earned her the Child Development Baccalaureate 
Award, as well as a place in the Alpha Chi 
National College Honor Society. Outside the 
classroom, she was a member of the Adopt a 
Grandparent Club. 

Hannah completed her internship in 
a second-grade classroom at Kearsarge 
Regional Elementary School in New London. 
Her Capstone project, “Adverse Childhood 
Experiences’ Impact on Post-Traumatic Growth 

in College Students,” explored the impact  
of early trauma on young adults in a higher 
education setting and was awarded the Capstone 
prize in child development. 

One faculty member said, “Hannah’s academic 
standing and success are direct results of her 
ability to synthesize pertinent information across 
all content areas as well as her extraordinary 
work ethic. These qualities will serve her well 
as she continues to pursue a career in teaching.”

After graduation, Hannah will attend the Upper 
Valley Educators Institute (UVEI) to earn her 
teaching certificate before seeking employment 
as an elementary school teacher.
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COLBY-SAWYER AWARD
The Colby-Sawyer Award is given to the senior who, in the opinion of the faculty, best exemplifies 
the ideals of the college in personal dignity, intellectual growth, contributions to campus life and 
constructive influence on other students.

TROY CAPPOS ’22

Troy Cappos, an athletic training major from 
Peabody, Mass., distinguished himself as a 
student with intellectual curiosity, leadership 
skills both inside and outside the classroom and 
a commitment to his own personal and profes-
sional growth. Through his natural ability to 
lead, motivate and support his classmates, Troy 
made noteworthy contributions to his peers, his 
program and the campus community.

As a student, Troy actively pursued experiences 
that would challenge him and test his knowl-
edge. He is a reflective listener who gave freely 
of his time and expertise in the clinical setting. 
He served as a lab monitor, teaching assistant 
and resource to his fellow students. In the spring 
of 2021, Troy actively pursued opportunities to 
intern with an NCAA Division I institution, 
ultimately securing a summer internship with 
the University of Florida. That internship of 

more than 200 hours was in addition to the five 
100-400-hour clinical experiences he completed 
for his major. As a result, Troy is graduating with 
well over 1,400 clinical hours, almost double the 
athletic training graduation minimum.

In addition to his scholarship and leadership in 
the classroom, Troy was a two-year member of 
the men’s track and field team, and he played 
men’s club rugby, serving as captain during 
his senior year. He was also a member of the 
Presidential Blue Key Society and the Exercise 
and Sport Sciences Club, and he served as the 
vice president of the Athletic Training Club.

Upon graduation, Troy will sit for the Athletic 
Training Board of Certification exam. He hopes 
to work as an athletic trainer somewhere in 
New England.
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Nina Hills, a biology major with both pre-
medical and pre-veterinary tracks and a minor 
in chemistry, is a strong, well-rounded student 
and an active participant in the life of the college. 
From the moment she arrived at Colby-Sawyer 
from her home in Jacksonville, Fla., Nina sought 
opportunities to make positive contributions 
to the community, and she quickly established 
herself as a campus leader.

In Nina’s first semester on campus, she joined 
the women’s track and field team, African 
Student Association, Navigators Christian 
Club, Dance Club, Student Government 
Association, Colby-Sawyer Players, Biology 
Club and Improv Anonymous, and she par-
ticipated in the Emerging Leaders program. 
When she was a sophomore, Nina’s classmates 
selected her as the recipient of the Ann Gulick 
Award, presented to the sophomore student 
who best exemplifies, through voluntary 
service, the qualities of reliability, loyalty and 
unselfishness. Nina maintained a high level of 
engagement and involvement throughout her 
four years at the college.

As a student leader, Nina served on Community 
Council and the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
Task Force. She was an orientation leader, a peer 
mentor with Student Success and Retention, 
a mentor for the Summit Scholars summer 
program and a resident assistant. She was also 
a co-chair of the Presidential Blue Key Society. 
This spring, Nina was selected by members of 
the junior class as the Graduate Award winner 
in recognition of her character and positive 
influence on campus.

One individual who nominated Nina to be the 
Senior Commencement Speaker wrote, “I am 
grateful for Nina’s ability to work with others in a 
mature and compassionate way.” Another wrote, 
“She has made many students feel welcome 
and heard.”

After graduation, Nina plans to attend medical 
and veterinary school. Her Commencement 
address is titled “Unfinished Stories.”

SENIOR COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
The Class of 2022 Commencement Speaker Medal is presented to a stu dent who represents the 
character of the graduating class and will give an inspirational and engaging speech that represents 
the college’s values and learning outcomes.

NINA HILLS ’22
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CLASS OF 2022 DEGREE RECIPIENTS

MASTER OF SCIENCE  
IN NURSING

Stephanie Nicole Bonewald
Trista L. Farrington
Natalie Hansel
Jennifer Elizabeth Lander
Melissa Pomeroy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Jenna Grace Bessette 
Andrew Broening 
Cameron Brooks 
Michael Thomas Callum 
William Bryce Carlson 
Madeline Patricia Dalton 
Justin Gordon
Madison Lillian Lambert 
Julia Dorothy Lanctot 
Chelsea Ann Perry 
Michael Richard Queen 
Matthew Russell
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CLASS OF 2022 DEGREE RECIPIENTS

BACHELOR OF ARTS

STUDIO ART
Madison Victoria Alves 
Chloe A. Bemis

**Colleen Shawn Kilbreath ‡

COMMUNICATION STUDIES
Amira Joseph Eid 
Hayley Kingman 
Devyn Reed Nelson 
Avi Joshua Weiner

CREATIVE WRITING AND LITERATURE
**Bailey E. Ellis 

Jesse Mischanko
Cole LaRoche Thomas

CRIME AND LEGAL STUDIES
Alyssa H. Bergeron 
Danyel Elisabeth Godwin 
Alexandria A. Parizo †

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Alex Kusnarowis

HISTORY AND POLITICAL STUDIES
Colleen Ann Arington
Audrey Barnes
Andrew Carrillo Londergan

***Couper Maxfield Gunn †
Matthew Horvitz
Ethan Robert Houde
Eric Miller
Simarya Marie Severance-Camp

**Connor James Gabriel Woods †

PSYCHOLOGY
Lucas Charles Boetsch 
Margaux R. D’Aprile 
Mackenzie Alice Decato 
Valerie R. Dionne 

**Julianna Marie Fagan ‡
**Aja Rose Flannery † ‡

Bethany Renee Hebert

Aubrie Miranda Messenger
Hailey Ann Searles ‡

**Catherine Eileen Stearns ‡
***Rebecca Ann Thomas † ‡
**Alyssa Wiles ‡

Jessica Wilson
Jillian R. Wood 
Annalise Zera

SELF-DESIGNED
Hunter Fitzsimmons
Liam Michael Fleming 
Margaret Fox

**Colleen Shawn Kilbreath ‡
Katie Lynn Mathieu 
Morgan Emily Seebeck

SOCIOLOGY
*Kerrigan Mae Stone

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

STUDIO ART
***Zoe Parys ‡

GRAPHIC DESIGN
*Dylan Carlson 
Maxwell Irwin 

***Kennedy Alexis Moore † ‡
Noah Prior

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

ATHLETIC TRAINING
Ashley Bosworth
Troy M. Cappos

**Noah Emerson Smith ‡
Sophia Quinn Zaragoza

BIOLOGY
*Camryn Frost Bergeron 

**Alex Carp
Kelly Renee Cunningham †
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Lauren Shea Davis 
Alex Fleuristil
Tiffany Hall
Nina Samantha Hills 

*Ashley Rose Humphreys 
**Sabrina Lynne Johnson

Ryan Kiley
Reegan Taylor King 
Samantha Paige Mohammed 

**Frederick Jacob Nichol †
Jordyn Pailler
Taya Louise Simmons 
Kane Michael Skibbee
Cameron Stephens 
Evan St. Pierre 
Mikaela Whaley

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
**Nicolas Salvatore Adornetto † ‡

Sarah Boulanger
Jack Cahill
Cameron River Carey 
Tavish Clark

*Molly Jo Clough 
Kara Fortier
Konstantinos Inglezos
Giovanni Nathan Lazzari
Aquiles J. Marcano

*Amelia J. Parizo † ‡
Ashley Michelle Reed
Hayley Jocelynn Scherer
Caelan James Toar

CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Sophia Alexandra Barton 
Madison Chase

***Hannah Elizabeth Tiffany ‡

CHILD DEVELOPMENT  
EDUCATION PREP
Julia Carr
Faith Elizabeth Larpenter
Morgan L. Romprey
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Marcus James Barata

***Renee Bolduc † ‡
Kaelen Close

***Margaret M. Grant
*Jackson Parmentier
Jacob Walker

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
**Caitlin Bergeron 

***Theresa Page † ‡

EXERCISE SCIENCE
Sophia Rae DeMarco 
Charles Graffius 
Laura Anne Guthrie
Raymond Joseph Charles Humphreys
Malik Newcomb
Nathanael Trevino 
Felicia Marie Voisine
Emily Vrooman
Zachary Whitestone

NURSING
***Jacqueline Andrews 

Lauren Nicole Berry
Remington Bogar 
Brianna Marion Cappello 
Bryce Coltan Capunitan 

*Rachel Marie Ferrier †
Ashley Nicole Flickinger ‡
Meghan Lee Flynn 

***Kayla N. Frazier ‡
Savannah D. Frotton 

**Emily Rose Gagne ‡
Mason Vincent Galbato

***Erin Porter Gately ‡
Juliet Hilja Henderson 

*Olivia Marie Hoos 
**Brenna Tatyana Hopkins † ‡
**Ashley Erin Hoyt ‡

***Shannon Elizabeth Huff ‡
Kayleigh Rose Hyder 
Traci Lynn Jones

**Shelby R. Kantor ‡

CLASS OF 2022 DEGREE RECIPIENTS
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Doreen Edith Kasten
Emily K. Leva

***Emily A. Mailhiot
**Spencer Jones McClary ‡

***Aimee McFate 
Tamara L. Moran

*Rachael Emma Murrin
Marissa Nicole Nance 
Lydia Rose Nattress 
Maxwell Richard Nowak 
Whitney E. O’Brien

**Sara Rose Osborne ‡
***Isabella Rosalina Paul ‡ 

Molly Elizabeth Pelletier 
*Olivia Anne Rosato 
Ekaterina Alexis Sekella 

***Smriti Sharma Sapkota † ‡
Jessica Rose Shatford
Caroline Jean Tompkins 
Madison Rose Varano
Kristian Philip Viljanen

PUBLIC HEALTH
Chloe Anderson
Kelsey Marie Brown
Christine Coffield 
Erica Michelle Conrad
Madeleine Oldeman Craig

SPORT MANAGEMENT
**Anna Renée Allen 

Timothy Raymond Driscoll
Suzane Gonzalez 
William Alexander Habig 
Julius David Lowman 
Jonathan Martinez 
Cameron Harte Neale 

***Mitchell Paquette
Deondre Amear Smith-Fisher
Brendan Michael Sullivan
Nathan Verge
Maxwell Wingard

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

LIBERAL ARTS
Ashtin Burbank

**Shelby Lynn Durgin 
Max Isley
Marissa Parker
Devon Abby Schenkman

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

HEALTH SCIENCE
Amanda Celine Bozogan
Jennifer Anne Chase
Meredith E. Cocklin
Jessica L. Cota 
Andrew M. Courville
Ryan Cutter
Christine M. Dornik 
Sierra Gonsalves
Aleah LaPlante-Wood
Crystal B. Martin
Rebecca Ann Mosteller
Megan M. Reed
Samuel W. Thornton
Stephen A. Toegel

CLASS OF 2022 DEGREE RECIPIENTS
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ACADEMIC REGALIA
The gown worn by a bachelor is distinguished by 
long, pointed sleeves. The gown worn by a master has 
oblong sleeves. The gown of a doctor has rounded 
sleeves, velvet panels around the neck and down the 
front and three velvet bars on the sleeves. 

Hoods are lined in silk in the official colors of the 
institution granting the degree. For Colby-Sawyer Col-
lege, those colors are royal blue and white. The color 
of the hood trim indicates the degree earned. The 
hoods are trimmed in apricot for master of science in 
nursing, drab for master of business administration, 
white for bachelor of arts, brown for bachelor of fine 
arts and gold for bachelor of science.

Honor cords of blue and green are worn by gradu-
ates who are members of the college’s chapter of the 
Alpha Chi National College Honor Society. Honor 
cords of blue and white are worn by graduates who 
have earned the college’s Wesson Honors Program 
Scholars Certificate. Honor cords of platinum and 
blue are worn by graduates who are members of the 
college’s chapter of Psi Chi, the International Honor 
Society in Psychology. Honor cords of lavender and 
white are worn by members of the college’s chapter of 
Sigma Theta Tau International, the Honor Society of 
Nursing. Honor cords of green and gold are worn by 
graduates who are members of the college’s chapter 
of Sigma Beta Delta International Honor Society in 
Business, Management and Administration. Honor 
cords of red and white are worn by graduates who are 
members of the college’s chapter of Lambda Pi Eta, 
the Honor Society of the National Communication 
Association. Honor cords of red, yellow and blue are 
worn by graduates who are members of the college’s 
chapter of Iota Tau Alpha, the National Honor Society 
for Athletic Training Education.

Sashes of gold are worn by graduates who are senior 
class or Student Government Association officers.

Tassels of gold are worn by students who will gradu-
ate with honors of summa cum laude, magna cum 
laude or cum laude. 

The ceremonial collar, worn by President Susan D. 
Stuebner, is emblematic of the presidential office. Its 
central portion is a silver pendant that displays the 
Colby-Sawyer College seal. On the obverse, in tiny, 
cut diamonds, the initials S.F.C. signify Susan Farnum 
Colby, who married James B. Colgate. She served as 
the first teacher and principal of Colby Academy, the 
institution that formed the foundation upon which the 
present college is built. The college seal is enriched 
by a laurel wreath and surmounted by the star from 
the state seal, signifying the authority granted to the 
college by the State of New Hampshire. Symbolic of 
the bond that joins Colby Academy to Colby-Sawyer 
College is the Colgate family coat of arms in the 
central portion of the insignia.

Both Susan Farnum Colby Colgate and her daughter, 
Mary Colgate, offered material assistance during the 
crucial early days of the institution. It is fitting that 
one of the medallions bound to the coat of arms by 
silver links is emblazoned with an engraving of Colby 
Academy and the other with an engraving of Colgate 
Hall. Susan Colby taught in the Academy Building, 
which was erected in 1837. Colby-Sawyer students 
study to this day in Colgate Hall, one of the gifts of 
Mary Colgate.

   KEY  
   ‡ Honors Society Member  

   † Wesson Honors Program Scholar 

 

    
 ***  Summa Cum Laude  

  **  Magna Cum Laude  

   *  Cum Laude 
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Colby-Sawyer College
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