
Clay Unearthed: A Ceramic Workshop with Jon Keenan  
Saturday and Sunday, July 13-14 and July 20-21 from 9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Saturday, July 27, 9-11 a.m. 
 
Join Jon Keenan for this special opportunity to create and explore the world of ceramics.  The 
class will emphasize individual focus and concentration on all aspects of the ceramics process, 
including wheel throwing and hand building techniques, glazing, and the firing of your work 
(both Raku and stoneware.)  Students of all ages and experience are welcome as they 
encounter contemporary and ancient approaches, develop new skills, and refine the final form 
of their work.  
  
This ceramic workshop will explore traditional hand building approaches in clay and firings in 
both stoneware and Raku techniques.  In the studio, instruction on a range of hands-on 
techniques will allow participants to make their own unique forms in clay; experimentation and 
play being encouraged.  Pieces made during the workshop will be fired.  The workshop will 
include demonstrations, participants creating/working in clay on day 1, 2 and 3 followed by 
glazing/designing of bisqued forms with imagery in colored glazes, oxides, and lusters, followed 
by exploring the firing the works in a series of ‘Raku’ firings on day 4.   We will go beyond 
technique to examine our inspirationa, and how and why we create meaning and energy in our 
work.  On Day 5, students will wrap up the workshop with a (stoneware glaze) kiln unloading 
and a final Raku firing. Beauty and magic await. 
  
Raku firing (in the west) is considered a rapid earthenware technique, a typical firing takes 1 
hour to reach proper temperature and glaze maturation.  Molten pieces are removed from the 
kiln with tongs immediately following the firing and placed into containers with organic 
combustible material for cooling and post-firing reduction.   
 
The Details: 
  
- The course runs on two consecutive weekends, Saturday and Sunday, July 13-14 and July 20-
12 from 9 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.; and July 27 from 9-11 a.m. 
- Classes will meet in the Colby-Sawyer College Center for Art + Design Ceramics Studio 
- The class will emphasize individual focus and concentration on all aspects of the ceramics 
process, including wheel throwing and hand building techniques, glazing, and the firing of your 
work (both Raku and stoneware.)  
- Students of all experience levels welcome. (Beginning – Advanced)   
- Space is Limited.  



Clay Unearthed: 
 

• Engaged creative learning in a supportive community; 
• Designed for beginning to advanced artists; 
• An inspiring and educational learning experience; 
• Surround yourself with creative people; 
• Share information with like-minded people; 
• Test your ideas; 
• Try something new; 
• Work in the CSC ceramic studio in the summer; 
• Always creating - Always learning; 
• Observe, listen, create, and grow. 

 
Biography:  Jon Keenan      

Jon Keenan joined the Colby-Sawyer College faculty in 1990.  Active internationally, he teaches courses 
in Ceramics, East Asian art history, as well as the Wesson Honors program and Liberal Education.  His 
studio work explores Raku and reduction stoneware ceramics, and anagama wood-fired functional and 
sculptural clay work.  A Fulbright Scholar, Jon Keenan, is the Sonja C. Davidow Endowed Chair of Fine 
Arts was named the Joyce J. Kolligian Distinguished Professor of Fine and Performing Arts in 2009.  He is 
the recipient of awards from organizations including the National Endowment for the Arts, New England 
Foundation for the Arts, and the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts.  Last year he was a visiting 
professor in the Chemistry Department at UCLA and guest curator at the Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art.  He exhibits his work regularly in both the US and Japan. 
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